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President’s Message  

 

Well hello everyone,  

 

As we all know there's not a lot to report each quarter 

as we are not having any meetings and there's not a 

lot happening in the way of runs or car shows per se. 

I hope you are getting out in your cars. I  know I've 

been out and I've seen some others out at some of the 

Vancouver cars and coffees but I do believe they pos-

sibly have been shut down as I haven't seen any notic-

es from them lately about gatherings. I've gone to 

some of the local little shows such as Tuesday nights 

in downtown Port Coquitlam behind the A&W for a 

very small gathering of I'd say 15 to 20 cars. There's 

another small gathering behind the Tim Hortons and 

Wendy's on United Boulevard on Wednesday eve-

nings. There has been a fairly big turnout in front of 

the KMS Tools in Abbotsford on Friday nights be-

hind the Costco on Sumas Way but mostly hot rods. It 

is billed as the KMS tool sale. That's how come they 

haven't been shut down out there as many other gath-

erings have been. I do believe they're being shut 

down because of the large crowds and not following 

the covid-19 guidelines.  

I know some members have been getting some pretty 

decent drives in but I haven't done much and now I'm 

down with a coolant leak in my Edelbrock manifold. 

That sucks when you're running the Evans coolant at 

$72.50 a gallon. 

  

On a personal note I entered a virtual car show put on 

by our Facebook group, The Triumph Wedge Owners 

Ass., and of 211 entries mine was chosen as Best in 
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No new members have signed up this quar-

ter...perhaps not surprisingly. 
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 Jerry’s Dusty TR3A 

show. Yahoo! Here is the winning picture taken at 

Mt. Baker on one of our Sept. Mt. Baker runs. (insert 

picture sent separately). If your curious of the entries 

and competition I faced here is the link to all the en-

tries. https://www.triumphwedgeowners.org/2020-

twoa-virtual-car-show-results.html 
  

It remains to see what the future brings with this 

covid-19 virus but I do believe that we're all antici-

pating another surge. And I do believe we have to do 

our part to try and help keep this from spreading. I 

know I haven't been far from home and spend way 

too much time in the garage working on my projects 

which never seem to get finished. LOL! Are you the 

same? 

  

 

 

Until we all meet again, I wish you all the best of 

health. 

  

Sincerely, 

Charlie Dooley,  

 

President BCTR  

 

Bus./Cel (604) 240-0133 

Email cdooley@telus.net  

(Continued from page 2) 
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Greg Winterbottom sent in a couple of pictures of 

Jerry and his TR3 after driving 40 km on a rough log-

ging road from the Coquihalla to Tulameen.  He com-

mented  “I don’t even take my truck on that 

road!  I’ve never seen the car so dirty.  Hope the rest 

of the trip on pavement was better.” 

 

Jerry later confirmed that the trip did, in fact, im-

prove after that section. 

 

 

https://www.triumphwedgeowners.org/2020-twoa-virtual-car-show-results.html
https://www.triumphwedgeowners.org/2020-twoa-virtual-car-show-results.html
mailto:cdooley@telus.net
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12th July 

A couple of friends sent me pictures from this 

event, it seems no club members were present 

although two ex-members were there.   

There was the usual eclectic collection of cars 

with the Porches, Lambos, Ferraris, Bimmers and 

various muscle cars seemingly quite predominant. 

There were a few historic, British cars, including 

a couple of Triumphs.   Some of these are included 

in the photos here.   

Many thanks to Vince Lee and former member 

Gerald Carlson for sending me the photos.  

Vince’s full collection for the event can be found 

at https://www.flickr.com/

photos/30538564@N03/

albums/72157715089392912  

Spanish Banks - Cars and Coffee 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/30538564@N03/albums/72157715089392912
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 Spanish Banks - Cars and Coffee (cont.) 
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The first Triumph to bear the Dolomite name and 

arguably one of the most fascinating cars to be pro-

duced by Triumph was the supercharged 2-litre, twin

-ohc, straight-eight Dolomite of the early 1930s. Not 

much seems to have been written about this car, 

which is not surprising considering that only three 

chassis were ever made and perhaps 6 engines.  The 

following artlcle was taken from the Royal Automo-

bile Club web site and seems to present the most 

current information about the two surviving vehicles 

with some photos from a few other sources. 

 

The ex-London Motor Show Triumph Dolomite 

DMH1 

This car has the distinction of being the only ex-

ample of the straight-eight Dolomite to have been 

completed by the Triumph company. Road-ready in 

the summer of 1934, it was mechanically and stylis-

tically inspired by the Touring-bodied Alfa Romeo 8C 

2.3, the finest sports car of its day. 

The brainchild of Triumph’s Donald Healey, al-

ready Britain’s best known rally driver, and motoring 

journalist Tommy Wisdom, a 2-litre twin overhead 

camshaft supercharged engine endowed this charis-

matic car with a top speed of over 100mph. Bearing 

the chassis number of DMH1, its initials echoed 

‘Donald Mitchell Healey’. But a price of £1,225 was 

sufficient to deter buyers; so no more Dolomites 

were built. Three chassis had been laid down, and 

one of these, with chrome-plated mechanicals, was 

prepared for display at the 1934 London Motor 

Show. 

Healey ran the Triumph in the 1935 Monte Carlo 

Rally with high hopes of winning but had the misfor-

tune to be hit by a train on an unguarded level cross-

ing in Denmark; fortunately Healey and his co-driver 

escaped injury. DMH1 was therefore rebuilt around 

the remaining chassis—which was accordingly re-

stamped. In this form he ran the Dolomite in the 

1936 Rally and was placed eighth, the first British car 

home. 

In 1936 the company disposed of the entire pro-

ject to a young Tony Rolt to race. A couple of years 

later, everything was bought by London-based rac-

ing driver and motor agent Robert Arbuthnot. He 

rebuilt both cars, enhancing them with open two-

seater bodies by Corsica. After a succession of own-

Triumph Dolomite Supercharged Straight 8  

DMH1 right  and DMH2 left 

DMH1  
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 Triumph Dolomite Supercharged Straight 8 (cont.) 

ers, DMH1 was purchased by Jonathan Turner of 

Ripon, Yorkshire in 2011. He entrusted its restora-

tion to Blakeney Motorsport, the Corsica body being 

enhanced with Touring-inspired trim and an embryo 

tail fin – all in the spirit of the original. No static ex-

hibit, Turner regularly drives this rare sports car in 

historic racing competitions in Britain and Europe. 

 

The ex-London Motor Show Triumph Dolomite 

DMH2 

This Dolomite is based on the chassis prepared by 

Triumph for the 1934 London Motor Show. En-

hanced with chromium-plated mechanicals, it fea-

tured in a Movietone News report of that exhibition. 

Unlike DMH1, its sister car, which was enhanced 

with Triumph-designed open two-seater coachwork 

inspired by the Touring-bodied 8C 2300 Alfa Romeo, 

DMH2 remained in chassis form throughout its own-

ership by Triumph. In the summer/autumn of 1936 

the company disposed of the entire Dolomite pro-

ject to a young Tony Rolt who required a car to drive 

during the 1937 racing season. 

DMH2’s chassis formed the basis of his racer, and 

with it he broke the lap record at Leinster in Ireland; 

Rolt also participated in DMH2 in various other races 

over the summer of 1937, culminating in the 200 

Miles event at Donington. Although Rolt completed 

that race he needed a faster car and advertised the 

Dolomites and accompanying collection of spare 

parts for sale in December 1937. 

DMH1 and DMH2 were subsequently bought by 

London-based racing driver and motor agent Robert 

Arbuthnot who transformed them into road cars by 

having them re-bodied by Corsica. Probably because 

he only possessed one Dolomite radiator, Arbuthnot 

renamed DMH2 as ‘HSM’, so called after his High 

Speed Motors business. Both cars were unsold at 

the outbreak of the Second World War. Sometime 

during the war, they were acquired by Reg Parnell. 

After the war DMH2 passed through numerous 

hands before being purchased by Alfa Romeo enthu-

siast David Cohen in 1979. He commissioned Tony 

Merrick, who specialised in the restoration of histor-

ic racing cars, to rebuild this Dolomite. Its Corsica 

(Continued on page 8) 
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DMH2  
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Triumph Dolomite Supercharged Straight 8 (cont.) 

body, by then in poor condition, was replaced with a 

replica of DMH1’s Triumph coachwork. The rebuild 

completed in 1985, DMH2 then passed through the 

hands of some American owners until it returned to 

Britain in 2014, having been bought by Tim Whit-

worth of Ripon, Yorkshire. It is now garaged only a 

mile or so from DMH1, its onetime stable mate. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Above: Two views of the supercharged 

straight eight engine. 

Above left: DMH1 

Left: DMH2 in the HSM coachwork prior 

to installation of the DMH1 replica 

coachwork. (Hope that black stain on 

the pavement is not engine fluid.) 
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 John Hunt’s House Moving Party 

Long time club member John Hunt an-

nounced recently that he had sold his house 

in Coquitlam and was moving on to the next 

phase of his life in the Walnut Grove area.  A 

gathering was planned at the “Bill-a-Bong 

Bar” for 14th August before his final move 

out  and we had reserved a space in the 

newsletter to record the celebrations.   Un-

fortunately, the Covid-19 situation resulted 

in John having to cancel the gathering but a 

couple of club members did go to John’s 

house along with some neighbours to help 

with the transition.  We have no picture from 

that so we put a 

few pictures to-

gether of John 

and the “Bill-a-

Bong Bar”.  

      John has been 

a member for 

well over 20 years 

now and has been 

an active partici-

pant in many of the 

clubs runs and oth-

er events. 

Recently John 

decided it was time 

to stop driving and 

made the ultimate 

sacrifice of selling 

his beloved TR6.  Fortunately, 

the car went to another club 

member so John can continue 

to enjoy it.  John still plans to 

participate in club runs but 

will be navigating 

rather than driv-

ing.  

We all hope 

there will be an 

opportunity in the 

not too distant 

future to help 

John celebrate 

the transition to 

his new abode. 
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John Hunt’s other Party 

Surprise Birthday Party 

 

A surprise birthday for John Hunt with a few in 

attendance was held at our place. The small group 

socially distanced in our backyard to celebrate 

John’s special day. He was suitably surprised and en-

joyed his specially made birthday cake with a picture 

of him featured on the top.  

It was a sleepover for John as we attended a run 

the next day that was put on by the Fraser Valley 

club.  

Happy Birthday John and may you enjoy many 

more.  

 

Ken & Joanne Edey-Nicoll 
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 Good Parts Oil Separator 
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Left: According to Instagram this  nicely turned out 

TR6 was photographed in Paris recently.  A DNF in 

the 2020 Monte Carlo Rally perhaps? 

Stephen Pallavicini recently fitted a Good Parts oil 

collector and PCV valve to his rebuilt TR250. 

Stephen writes “I installed the Goodparts oil separa-

tor for a number of reasons. I didn’t want to use the 

standard air filter which had a connection between 

the valve cover and the filter. I am using individual 

oval mesh filters. Having oil vapours drawn back into 

the carbs is not very efficient and closing off the 

valve cover outlet increases crankcase pressure. The 

kit also includes a modern PVC valve so I capped the 

existing diaphragm based valve. Since I converted 

the manual fuel pump to electric I am able to route 

the reclaimed oil back drawn from the Goodparts 

filter into the crankcase from a fitting in the fuel 

pump blanking plate. The kit has easy instructions to 

follow and is of high quality”.  
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Langley Cars and Coffee 

 

The  Langley Cars and Coffee gathering on 18th July saw several club members in attendance.  I’m 

not sure if we captured every Triumph in attendance but many thanks to Stephen Pallavicini and Greg 

Winterbottom for the photos. 
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 Langley Cars and Coffee 
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Retrofitting Hazard Warning Lights 

A recent conversation with Lee Cunningham had 

me thinking about the subject of 4-way flashers or 

hazard lights for my TR5 again.  The 5 did not have 

flashers originally and although  it would have been 

a good time to fix that when I was rewiring it during 

the restoration, for some reason I totally missed the 

opportunity.  I am not sure that it is a legal require-

ment to have them if the car was not originally 

equipped, but given that the TR250 did have them it 

seems possible that it might be, so I set about look-

ing up some options .  I was fully expecting that it 

would require relays, switches  many feet of wiring 

and numerous connectors , however I was pleasantly 

surprised when I came across this article from a 1996 

Moss Motoring issue.  Ed. 

 

“Having in my classic car collection several British 

cars, I note that nearly all of them have one feature 

lacking. In spite of the accepted Lucas practice of 

intermittent off/on, there is no switch for hazard 

blinkers. While a lever is provided for (hopefully!) 

left or right turn trafficators, it would be nice some-

times to have all four corners blinking. 

After designing a hazard control circuit box with 

relay and Hasher that worked fine, and having sever-

al cars that needed them, rather than make relay 

boxes for each, a simpler idea would sure be nice. 

There is a simple way to equip almost any car with 

trafficators to perform a hazard operation. All that is 

needed is a simple single pole switch, mounted with-

in reach of the driver. Locate the left and right turn 

feed wires and connect one wire from the switch to 

the left feed wire, and the other switch lead to the 

right turn feed wire. 

What this does is, with the switch ON, either left 

or right turn operation of the turn lever will cause 

both sides to blink because they are connected to-

gether. They may blink a bit faster than turn lights, 

because on some flasher units the rate of on/off de-

pends upon the load (number of bulbs) they feed. 

The actual connection of the two wires from your 

hazard switch can usually be made to your existing 

circuit where the cable comes out of the steering 

column under the dash. 

With the exception of Austin 100s and 3000s, 

most older British cars use the same color-coded 

wires in the turn circuit. In MGs, Sprites, Triumphs, 

and Jaguars, these will be the green/white and 

green/red wires in the loom. Carefully skin back each 

of these just enough to be able to connect your 

switch wire. One wire from each side of the switch 

to each of these exposed wires, then tape carefully, 

poke them up out of sight, and prepare for your 

emergency with confidence. (Note: We recommend 

you install a 25 amp in-line fuse to each new circuit.

—Ed.) 

Some Austins use green/yellow and green/blue 

for color coding the turn signal wires. Refer to the 

wiring diagram for your car if you are in any doubt. 

If locating the wires at the steering columns is im-

practical, or you just can’t seem to get at them, take 

a 12-volt test light and with the blinkers flashing left 

(or right), locate the wire to the flasher, which will 

be up front near the headlight. 

—Jim Rutledge 

Moss Motoring” 
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 Fall Classic Alternate—2020 

The Fall Classic Alternative was the postponed Spring 

Thaw Run, organized By Dave Hord of Classic Car Ad-

ventures and sponsored by Hagerty Insurance & 

FIVA with Nigel Matthews representing.  The run oc-

curred from August 28 thru 30th with a day required 

to get to the start and a day to get home.  The or-

ganizing was suburb especially during these Covid 

times.  Everyone wore masks unless they were driv-

ing, eating, or in their rooms.  Proper registration is 

required along with insurance wavers and the need 

for breakdown equipment to be carried.  A very de-

tailed Route Book was provided which included nu-

merous paragraphs of history pertaining to some of 

the areas and towns we passed through.  You defi-

nitely needed a navigator for this run as the route 

points came up pretty quick so one had to be paying 

attention.  Robert Maynard and son William of RWM 

& Co provided a breakdown sweep.  Not many 

sweep cars are a mid 70’s Lancia Scorpion.  Very 

quick little car. 

Brian Thomlinson and I met a lot of great people on 

this run.  Their cars were a great mix; TR250, TR3A, 

two TR6’s one coming from Alberta, Lancia Scorpion, 

Saab Sonnett lll, Porsche 356, Porsche 944, Porsche 

911, Intermeccanica, Volvo 123GT, 1966 Mustang 

from Toronto, and Dave with his very hot 1302S VW 

Bug, and a late entrant a Mercedes Sports.  There 

was one Lexus (their classics failed to be ready on 

time), and a Ford SUV for Nigel.  The majority of the 

cars were showroom quality with a lot being 

“perfect as far as I was concerned” but used regular-

ly for these events and a few which were good survi-

vors.  Everyone certainly seemed to be able to more 

than keep up with the traffic.  Lots of fun…! 

 

The event started in Vernon, BC so Thursday was the 

run from Vancouver to Vernon.  Brian and I met Jer-

ry & Ann around Chilliwack and ran together for the 

day to the hotel.  Registration occurred that evening 

followed with lots of car inspections going on in the 

parking lot.  Everyone dispersed for bed.  Up at a de-

cent time the next morning for breakfast and then 

the Drivers Meeting in the parking lot where Dave 

reminded everyone of the regular and Covid rules. 

Day one went from Vernon south thru Kelowna, 

Beverdell, Rock Creek and a stop in Greenwood for a 

lunch at the Cooper Eagle.  Everyone on this run 

stopped and ate where they wanted.  After lunch we 

headed east along the border thru Grand Forks, 

Christina Lake, eventually arriving in Rossland.  Din-

ners were included in the entry and everyone was 

broken into “bubbles”.  Ours consisted of Nigel 

Matthews & his wife Yoki, Robert & William 

Maynard plus Brian Thomlinson and I.  We had to 

maintain the same people in the respective bubbles 

for the full trip.  417 Km driving for the first day. 

Day two had us heading north up thru Castlegar 

where after clearing the town we went up a great 

twisty, smooth road.  We were following the little 

Saab Sonnett and I thought this would be a gentle 

cruise, not so.  The Saab owner is a local rally driver 

and that little car seemed to know the roads all on 

its own.  Brian had to exercise his local knowledge 

and skill to keep up.  The sweep car (Lancia) must 

have been worried about us as he peddled hard, 

keeping up.  Very enjoyable run indeed.  We contin-

ued north thru Windlaw, Slocan, onto route 31A and 

started to head south thru Ainsworth, Balfour then 

into Nelson for lunch.  In Nelson we picked up food 

from the Killer Clown and went to the railway       
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Fall Classic Alternate—2020 cont. 

museum to eat.  …………………...cont’d 

While taking some pictures of the TR250 beside a CP 

Locomotive a worker from the museum came out 

and asked if the car was a Triumph.  Seems her hus-

band just bought a Stag (locally).  Brian knew all 

about the Stag so there was some chatting for a bit.  

Seems this woman also knew some of Brian’s rela-

tives in Castlegar.  It is a small world.  Leaving Nel-

son we took Hwy 6 south to the border until hitting 

Hwy 3, then headed east along the border thru Yah 

and, Moyie.  We carried on along Hwy 3 thru Fort 

Steele, Jafray and ended up in Fernie at the ski re-

sort Lizard Creek Lodge.  Being off season we got 

incredible rooms.  The one Brian and I shared was as 

big as the main floor of my house with a massive 

living room, along with two large bedrooms with 

separate bathrooms.  Very good day, 583 Km cov-

ered this day 

Day three had us heading north, thru Jaffray, Cran-

brook, Skookumchuck (love that name), Invermere, 

Spillimacheen and to Golden.  At Golden we met at 

the Kicking Horse Lodge, took the gondola up to the 

lookout & restaurant for lunch and awards.  After 

lunch everyone went in different directions.  Jerry & 

Ann, Brian and I headed west overnighting in Kam-

loops.  It is safe to say I believe that everyone made 

it home.  In terms of reliability for everyone there 

was one throttle linkage failure which was repaired 

on the side of the road, one fan belt blew apart and 

was replaced plus the Volvo ran with a spare alter-

nator and water pump as something was squealing 

a bit but I don’t think anything was changed out in 

the end.  It was a 333 Km drive this day.   

Our last day consisted of heading west over routes 

which our club has done in the past, staying to the 

south of highway 5 on the older original roads.  No 

Coquihalla for us.  I think we covered over 1,600 

miles in the five days.  Brian let me drive his TR250 

on most days for a stint.  Thank you Brian.  His car is 

really well maintained, a real pleasure to drive, and 

to be drive in.  That was the 2020 Fall Classic alter-

nate Run.   

I recommend joining the Classic Car Adventure trips 

to anyone who likes a well organized rally.  This be-

ing my second adventure from this organization, 

both so very enjoyable,  Great people, cars, and or-

ganization.   

Oh, I almost forgot.  Two drivers had chats with the 

police on this run.  Names withheld but I can tell you 

there are some really nice Cops out there who apply 

kindness and logic.  Only one of the two drivers had 

to pay a contribution to the police fund….!  Even 

though there was some spirited driving on occasion, 

no one was stupid.  Dave Hord only had to hand out 

one Yellow Card which means no driving until you 

discuss something with Dave.  Just in good fun in 

this case. 

Cheers:     

Bryan K. Wicks 
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Getting to the start  -  Day One 
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Fall Classic Alternate—2020 cont. 
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Barlow Boys Run—2020 

Start - from Tims at Sumas – Normal Place Ab-

botsford Sumas – That’s it – The Rest is a secret !!    

 

We ( the Old secret Boys Network ) met at Tims 

on Sumas Way around 8:30 AM 

Out at 9 or so then East on Hwy through to Hope 

then onto hwy 3 East on the Hope Princeton with a 

stop at  Manning Park and a run up to the lookout 

across Hwy 3 over looking the lodge and great 

mountain views. 

Onward to Princeton where we met up with 3 

Okanagan cars and one from Grand Forks . 

In Princeton we drove out to Osprey Lake till the 

pavement ended , then reversed back to town . The 

road was scenic with nice corners and active logging 

trucks . 

Once back to town ,we picked  up  grocery basics 

and drove to Tulameen ( nice road ) for dinner . 

Those of us who were able to find rooms in town 

drove back after dinner to Princeton and saw a bit of 

wildlife on roadside. 

Saturday we met in town and drove off to 

Keremeous and met up with one more Okanagan 

driver. We went East  towards Penticton , detouring 

on Green Mountain Road ( Saw a bear having 

McDonalds lunch on roadside ) 

This road is terrific with lots of rhythmic corners – 

Very enjoyable ….Over the Hill and into Penticton . 

Then South on Hwy 97 , then West on the road back 

to Keremeous for a bit then south on the ridge and 

down into  Oliver – lunch at the Golf Course then 

over to the Race track and continued south on Black 

Sage 

Eventually back on hwy 97 into Osoyoos for a nice 

visit at Mr. & Mrs. Overholt’s house – Thanks again 

for your lovely hospitality and thanks to your Neigh-

bour  for the local bottle of wine gift for everyone 

present !! 

Back to Princeton on hwy 3 and  using Old Hedley 

Road and a short visit for more Princeton groceries 

and back to Tulameen for a BarB . ( after a couple of 

minor auto repairs for a couple of Old Boys cars ) 

Next Day ( Sunday ) Depart from Princeton for a 

leisurely drive ( With 1 minor Lucas Smoke Venting ) 

back to the lower Mainland . 

Kastner Cup Video 2020 

Return to Mid Ohio 

Sent in by Stephen Pallavicini    Have a look…! 

https://youtu.be/Jb8_izXOPos 
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 Barlow Boys Run—2020 
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Great Cars 

          Great Scenery 

                    Great Friends 
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Charlie’s TR8 Restoration 

Well I have a number of titles for this restoration  

story. 

 

1. "How did I ever get into this?"  

          2. "Will this ever be finished?"  

                        3. How anal are you? 

And there's probably a few more but let's get to # 1.  

 

No. 1. “How did I ever get into this?”  

I never intended to be a Triumph sports car owner, 

although I did have three MGBs during my earlier 

life with some fantastic trips in those but I always 

wanted a muscle car. My brother had owned a 68 

Pontiac Firebird with the six-cylinder overhead cam 

Sprint in it when I was young which I just loved. 

Long story, short version I never got anything be-

cause I was never able to afford anything having 

come from a broken home and being on my own at 

seventeen and having to make my way in the world. 

When I bought my house in 94 we had a big detached 

garage out behind and seeing as we needed every 

cent to make ends meet we decided to rent it out. 

You can't believe the demand there is for a big gar-

age. And, as the story goes, a guy who rented it out 

was into the Triumph sports cars and in particular the 

TR7 wedges. He had raced at Westwood in the its 

Heydays in an MG Midget and him and his friend 

had a 10 Bay British car shop in Vancouver in the 

mid-70s When British Leyland came out with the 

TR7 they approached them and a local dealer to 

sponsor them racing which they did. He was 7 times 

Canadian national champ in a TR7 pumped up to 155 

horsepower. As it was I did end up getting a 67 Fire-

bird convertible relatively cheap around 2005 that 

had a really good 400 motor in it but needed some 

more finishing work of course. Only trouble is some 

of you may know that I'm pretty daring driver and 

only after 3 months I managed to write that car off. 

Bummer. Fast forward a year or so later and I came 

across a TR8 over in Victoria up for sale. The guy 

told us how $30,000 worth of work had been done on 

it in the mid-90s . With enthusiasm I showed it to my 

friend in the garage and he proceeded to rave on 

about all the extras this car had that I couldn't even 

buy for $10,000, the asking price of this car. As I 

said earlier I had had a few MGBs and his excitement 

about this car and knowing I had his expertise to help 

mechanically I made the decision to go ahead and 

purchase it. So July 2007, while my wife was away 

on vacation and without her knowledge, I went to 

Victoria and bought my first TR8. That's when I 

joined The Triumph Club. But how did I get to this 

point trying to finish this restoration project. I think 

we all know that once you get into these sports cars 

you get kind of hooked. After being extremely hard 

on the 3.5 that was in my car originally and the num-

ber of rebuilds I had to attempt I finally bought a 3.9 

and had it built up by Fortins' Machine shop in Chil-

liwack. Finally a reliable motor. That gave me the 

confidence to drive my car to Reno and Vegas in 

2018 and 2019. Wonderful trips indeed. The gist of 

this is that, as we all know you learn a ton of things 

as you get into the hobby, you meet tons of great 

people and you start to accumulate stuff. Lots of it. I 

certainly can attest to all three of those. So how do I 

now get to sitting here with 4 TR8s and a parts TR7 

car at this point? I'd have to lay the blame on that to 

our most enthusiastic youngest club member, John-

son Lu, the Wedge Guru. Every time he sees a wedge 

for sale he sends me a link. And I fall hook line and 

sinker.  

 

On to No. 2. “Will it ever be finished?”  

So the one I am working on is actually the number 

three TR8 that I bought. I've skipped over number 

two to concentrate on number three as I thought this 

was closer to being finished and saleable. By salea-

ble , I mean I'm getting this one ready to go on the 

auction site called bring a trailer. Some of you may 

be familiar with that site. If not it's bringatrailer.com. 

I've seen some good pricing for some tr8 sales and 

some TR6 sales. 2019, , two TR8s went for 18 + 

20,000 US dollars respectively and they were stock 

non restoration products. And 2020 saw one go for 

16000. I do expect this one to go in the 16-18K US 

range if I ever get it finished that is, as it is basically 

stock being redone awesomely. Some history on this 

one. It was owned by the previous owner since 2000.  
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Charlie’s TR8 Restoration 

Over the course of his ownership he stripped the car 

completely in and out including the dash,  heater Ma-

trix, door interiors, etc.. You get the picture. Then he 

had the whole car painted in and out from the red 

someone painted it back to the original Persian Aqua 

code on the car to the tune of $10,000 back in 2012. 

He even went underneath the car and stripped all the 

undercoating off and painted the underneath of the 

car solid black. Then he proceeded to put everything 

back together however he ran out of money and also 

ended up with three forms of cancer. I think he said 

brain, lung and bowel. He never intended or wanted 

to sell as this was his dream car but where he was 

living they had sold the house which was going to be 

demolished and he couldn't find a place to take the 

car with him. Couple that with a lack of money and 

his cancer and you get the drift. He did advertise it at 

a very reasonable price and when I looked at it I 

thought this was great potential for an eventual bring 

a trailer sale. It needed a complete interior but I knew 

I had a full set of very good condition original blue 

check seats and door cards that I got out of a donor 

TR7 car that I picked up for $300. I had also bought a 

brand new although albeit a 2002 installed on the 

frame canvas convertible top that had gone on a TR7 

and came off basically almost as soon as it went on 

as the vehicle was scrapped. I think because of an 

accident. I only paid $150 for that. I had also taken 

out the molded carpet that was in that 1980 TR7 as a 

member, Dave Rodger, had mentioned to me that 

they can be dyed. Which you will see in the pictures I 

have. 

 

On to No. 3. "How Anal are you?"  

Which could be an extension of "Will this ever be 

finished?" I don't know about you but when I get into 

something if it's not to my perfect satisfaction than it 

has to be done right. That's where the "how anal are 

you" comes from. As you will see from my pictures, 

I dyed the molded carpet to match the rest of the car-

pet I installed. Well close enough anyway. The previ-

ous owner actually worked at Coast Import Auto 

Parts on Annacis Island.  So in addition to the parts 

that came off this car when he was painting it he sup-

plied multiple other parts of similar nature. I scoured 

through all the parts to find the best of each when I 

was installing stuff. That also consumed a ton of time 

as a lot of stuff, especially the small knickknacks 

things, where not well labelled. I was able to find a 

very good matching paint and I painted all the dash 

pieces and console pieces. I stripped all the seat 

frames and painted those. Even though the previous 

owner had painted the underneath he had not re-

moved those stupid plates in the floors and of course 

those were all rusty. So I took care of all of those. 

Still quite a bit of interior work to finish but I wanted 

to get on to the next phase which is getting the car 

running well before finishing. If the car wasn’t run-

ning well or needed motor work there wasn’t much 

sense to me in rushing to complete the interior. So 

after tightening everything down and getting some 

help we did manage to get the car running. However 

after running for a short period of time next thing you 

know we've got gas pouring out the charcoal canis-

ters overflow pipe. So off to the Triumph wedge 

owners Facebook group and of course we find out we 

have to rebuild the carburetors. So I called in the ex-

pert, Roger Newton. Roger spoke at one of our 

monthly meetings a couple of years ago and demon-

strated rebuilding SU and Zenith Stromberg carbure-

tors. He’s the guru. After two trips to my place and 

new kits installed the carburetors are back in. Now 

we are trying to fire the car up but we are not getting 

the spark needed. And that’s where I’m at. New cap, 

rotor, plugs and wires to go in. That’s why I say, 

“Will this EVER be finished”. Hopefully by the time 

you get the newsletter I will have got it sorted.   

 

A couple of points of interest. 

Of the two Persian Aqua cars I bought it turns out 

that the VIN numbers end in 213310 and 213341 plus 

a club member has 213316 and I know of one on the 

Island that is 213301. All original Persian Aqua cars 

built in June 1980. Go figure! And I has blue leather-

ette interior and the other grey leatherette. Very unu-

sual for these cars. 
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Charlie’s TR8 Restoration 

This car came with 15 inch wheels with Saab covers 

on them but I found out they were actually called 

Cheviot wheels, an Australian brand popular in the 

late seventies, early eighties. When I posted pictures 

a TR8 coupe guy in Ontario wanted them. As I had 

stock alloys I sold them to him for $600. He took 

care of shipping and then had them refinished for 

$700 and put on his coupe. 

 

I work from home, I am around most of the time. If 

any members want to drop by and see the shop and 

work I’m doing please feel free to give me a call or 

text. Your welcome any time. Social distancing pro-

tocols in place. 

Sincerely, 

 

Charlie Dooley BCTR President.  

 

Charlie’s 1967 Car & Current Car 
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From the Editors Memberships 
Memberships 

Membership dues are $40.00 per year and are due 
by December 31st.  

Family Memberships 

Family memberships are $50 for households that 
have two continuously active members.  The second 
member is entitled to vote at all regular BCTR 
meetings. 

For membership renewals, contact: BCTR Registrar - 
Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com 

Monthly Meetings 
BC Triumph Registry Monthly Meetings are normally 
held the second Wednesday of the month at the 
Cloverdale Fairgrounds, 6188 -176 Street,  Surrey 
starting at 7:30 pm sharp. 
 
Since the start of restrictions on gatherings and the 
temporary closure of the meeting place, club 
meetings have been suspended.  Please check the 
club website frequently for any update on this situa-
tion. 

Many thanks to Bryan for doing all the heavy 

lifting on the newsletter for the past two issues.  I 

am trying to work my way back into it so that it is 

more of an equal partnership again. 

The newsletter is a rather skinny issue this quar-

ter, most of the things we would normally be re-

porting on such as the VanDusen ABFM and simi-

lar events have been postponed or cancelled due 

to the Covid-19 problems.  However, we do have 

three reports of drives organized within the club (a 

mix of impromptu and planned events) together 

with some project work on garages and cars.  If 

you or any friends have organized/participated in 

similar outings we would be very pleased to hear 

about them and photos would be a great addition. 

As usual we are very anxious to receive any in-

put for the newsletter and any reports of shows, 

trips, car projects, car problems, maintenance info 

and tips etc. would be most gratefully received.  

Even just a few photos would be good. 

Please note, no meeting minutes are included in 

this issue as none have been published since the 

last newsletter. 

Since we need to publish in printed format, we 

are constrained to multiples of four pages.  We 

may therefore, reluctantly, hold some articles over 

to the next publication but will make every effort 

to publish all we receive.  

Comments on previously published articles are 

also welcome as long as they respectfully worded.  

If you do not have access to a computer, we will 

gladly retype any hand written items you may wish 

to send in.  You can hand them to us or to a mem-

ber of the Executive the at the monthly meetings.  

Alternatively, if you call me at 604 771 2795 I can 

provide you with a mailing address.  

Triumph Heritage is published four times a year 

(March, June, September and December) and is 

distributed to its members as part of their annual 

dues. Only paid-up members will receive the quar-

terly publication on a regular basis. 

We accept no responsibility for errors or omis-

sions. Opinions expressed are those of the authors 

and do not necessarily reflect those of the BCTR 

executive or its membership.  

If there is an error in your name or address or you 

have moved, please let the editors know. The Club 

and the Quarterly Publication will be as good as we 

collectively make it and we thank the members who 

contribute to making it interesting.  

  

Jonathan Clegg co-editor 
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More from the Editors……….. 

Jonathan writes……….. 

After spending July recuperating on Hornby, I was 

feeling a lot better and managed to get quite a bit of 

finishing off work done on the TR5 and retorqued 

the head.  I took it out for another spin at the start 

of September and it still leaked a bit of oil but was 

better than before I retorqued the head.  I will obvi-

ously have to replace the head gasket but I decided 

to do that over the winter and will write about it 

then too.    

Bryan also worked away on his cars and is in the 

finishing stages of his Lancia.  He sold his Europa and 

his daily driver Subaru suffered a close encounter of 

the rear-end kind.  Fortunately, he learned recently 

that ICBC will pay to have it fixed rather than writing 

it off and giving him a pittance for it (which is what 

he feared would happen).  For various reasons Bryan 

had to miss the Boy’s Run but with the help of Brian 

T produced a writeup for the newsletter.  He did 

manage to get out on the Hagerty sponsored run as 

navigator for Brian T and again produced a very nice 

write-up on the event. 

Thanks to Club President, Charlie for the enter-

taining article on his TR8 rebuild.   (Its nice to have a 

Club President that can write and contribute to the 

newsletter.)  Thanks also to the other members that 

have submitted photos and short articles to help 

bring the newsletter together. 

As the Covid restrictions gradually ease a few 

more events seem to be appearing on the calendar 

such as the Cars and Coffee meetings and the like.  

As you will have seen in this publication we have 

been receiving a few articles from the old member-

ship core (Brian T, Jerry, and Greg Winterbottom ).    

If you attend any car events please remember to 

take out your phone and take some pictures so that 

other members can enjoy it also.    

With the majority of people in some form of lock-

down mode I cannot help but think that many mem-

bers all over must be doing work of one form or an-

other on their cars.  Take a few minutes to docu-

ment you work, we would all be very interested to 

hear about these projects, no matter how big or how 

small.  Please don’t be intimidated thinking that you 

have to come up with a long article like Charlie’s.  in 

fact if you send some pictures and give me or Bryan 

a call with some details we can do a short writeup 

for you. 

 

And Bryan writes….. 

I’m sure you will all agree it is great to see that 

Jonathan is emerging from recovery.  To those of 

you who have never worked on a newsletter, you 

have no idea how much work it really is to produce.  

Thanks to Jonathan for  taking up the reigns again so 

soon after his operation. 

Are you bored hearing about our misadventures  

and general car/life activities, well if so, send us 

some articles.  We’ll take simple photos of your car 

in the garage or whatever you might have.  We can 

do a simple write up or note on what we are looking 

at.  Until then you are stuck with what we are able 

to come up with. 

I’m going to include a few photos as an example.   

Cheers from me………... 
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 Newsletter Contributor’s Cars 
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Not a Triumph……..its a Lotus Europa S2 

An Ouch in the back of a 

98 Blitzen Subaru, 

Hmmm... 

1953 Lancia 

Aurelia  

Contributors Jerry Goulet  &  Brian Thomlinson 

Greg Winterbottom & His TR250 Denis Tompson’s fast little Dolomite. 

Your Editors & the emerging TR5 
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Regalia 
All items available with BCTR Club or standard Triumph logo.  Order from Ellen by email: kesparks@shaw.ca 

Embroidered Cloth Crests 

2½  inch diameter  $10 

 

Long Sleeve Henley 

Pocket, tagless back 
neck, logo horn 
buttons, taped neck 
and shoulder seams. 

Black or olive  $42 

 

 
Aerial Flags    $5 

United We Drive Pins   1 3/8” x 3/8”  $3 

Men’s Melton Wool Jacket 

Leather sleeves and stand-up collar, rib-knot cuffs 
and waist band, snap front closures, full Taffeta lin-

ing, inside pocket, with logo.  Sizes S—5X 

$175 

You can order direct from Capricorn One in the UK.  They have a wide range of Triumph Auto items.  Their 

website is www.capricorn1.co.uk.  All items for all Triumph cars displayed when you click on “Triumph” 

Some Club Cars! 



People that make BC Triumph Registry Tick….. 
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Executive   

President Charlie Dooley bctriumph@gmail.com 

Vice President Lee Cunningham l_cunnin@hotmail.com 

Secretary 1/2 Lyle Dickson bctriumph@gmail.com 

Secretary 2/2 Robert Strath bctriumph@gmail.com 

Treasurer Keith Sparkes kesparkes@shaw.ca 

Past President Richard Walker bctriumph@gmail.com 

Membership Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com 

Coordinators   

Advertising Position Vacant  

Club Archivist Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com 

Club Assets Jerry Goulet jerry.tr3a@gmail.com 

Events Vladimir Kuzel vkuzel@telus.net 

Publication Editors Jonathan Clegg jonathanc5885@gmail.com 

 Bryan Wicks bryankwicks@aol.com 

Regalia Ellen Sparkes kesparkes@shaw.ca 

VTR Liaison Lee Cunningham l_cunnin@hotmail.com 

Webmaster  Jerry Goulet jerry.tr3a@gmail.com 

Technical Reps   

TR2/3/3A/3B Bryan Wicks bwicksTR3@gmail.com 

TR4/4A John Finlayson john_finlayson@telus.net 

TR5/250 Brian Thomlinson thomlinson2@shaw.ca 

TR6 Bob McDiarmid rjmcdiarmid@telus.net 

TR7/8 Dave Rodger rosrodger@gmail.com 

Spitfire and GT6 Barry Puffer bpuffer1@shaw.ca 

Triumph Other Lee Cunningham l_cunnin@hotmail.com 
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Upcoming Events—2020 
If you have an event that you think would be of interest to BCTR members and would like to have included 

in this list, please contact  Vladi Kuzel- vkuzel@telus.net 
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 For more detailed information and future events, check out the BCTR website: http://
www.bctriumphregistry.com/ 

 All dates are subject to change. The information has been gathered from outside sources and we take no 
responsibility for errors or omissions.  

Due to the uncertainty of the timing and 

occurrence of future events, no calendar 

has been included in this issue.  Please 

check the BCTR web site and email notifica-

tions regularly for events . 



Looking Back 

BC Triumph Registry Quarterly Publication 

 


